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Executive Summary 
 

The 2nd Malaria Technical Working Group (MTWG) Virtual Meeting was held on the 27th May 2022. 

The meeting was Chaired by Dr. Rinku Sharma, Joint Director, NCVBDC, Ministry of Health, 

Government of India. Meeting was participated by representatives from country CCMs and delegates 

from National Malaria Programmes, Resource Persons of the SRCMF and partner organizations,  

MTWG members and SRCMF Secretariat.  

After deliberations on all the agenda points following recommendations were proposed: 

- Work done by SRCMF needs to be documented and utilized as advocacy materials. 

- Advocacy for Regional elimination of malaria to presented in the WHO Regional meeting of 

Health Ministers to advocate for Resource Mobilization for cross-border malaria elimination. 

- For sustained funding, countries must earmark a small part of Global Fund resources at 

proposal development stage for intercountry collaboration. CCMs to advocate for allocating 

of funds in Global Fund country proposals for cross-border inter-country activities in the SEA 

Region.  

- Until Indian FCRA (The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Act) registration is 

obtained SRCMF needs to approach donors which are exempted from FCRA, to be able to 

receive funds from external sources. 

- SRCMF should engage parliamentarians to appraise them of cross-border malaria elimination 

- CCM needs to advocate for cross-border malaria elimination in National Parliamentary 

steering committees. 

- SRCMF Website should be linked with country websites.  

- CCM needs to be made responsible for data sharing and coordination among countries and 

with SRCMF. 

- Challenges of real-time data sharing across the countries needs to be addressed by activating 
formal and informal channels for data sharing to address cross-border issues. 

- Key indicators for Surveillance and M&E for formalization of routine data collection need to 

be identified.  

- Research being an important element for Surveillance and M&E, a research component may 

be included in the Surveillance and M&E plans.  

- Advocacy for cross-border malaria elimination at high level to support the long-term political 

and financial commitments is necessary. 

- MTWG should come up with guidelines for treatment of people moving across porous national 

borders since different countries may have differing treatment protocols for addressing the 

cross-border malaria. 

 

The meeting concluded at 4:30 pm IST. 
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Inaugural session  
 Opening remarks 

The opening session started with welcome address by Dr. Jigmi Singay, Executive Secretary cum 

Coordinator, SRCMF. He extended warm welcome to each and every one from Global Fund (GF) 

constituency member countries, partners and all resource persons. He highlighted the objectives and 

expected outcome of the 2nd MTWG meeting to the audience. This was followed by self-introduction 

by the participants.   

Business Session 

Appointment of Chair 
This session started with Dr. Jigmi Singay, Executive Secretary proposing Dr. Rinku Sharma, Joint 

Director, NCVBDC, Ministry of Health, Government of India as chair for the MTWG meeting. The 

proposal was unanimously accepted. 

Adoption of Agenda 

The Chairperson of the meeting thanked the participants for nominating her as the Chair of the MTWG 

meeting and then invited comments on the draft agenda (annex). In absence of any comments, the 

draft agenda was adopted without any change as the final agenda. 

1. Summary and follow-up on the recommendations of the last MTWG meeting 
Dr. Shampa Nag, Resource Person of SRCMF, presented the summary and follow-up on 

recommendations of the last MTWG meeting.  Dr. Jimgi Singay mentioned that all recommendations 

were submitted to SRCMF Regional meetings and inputs if any will be presented back to MTWG for 

further follow up and full implementation. 

2. Presentation and discussion on coordination and facilitation for strengthening of 

surveillance and M&E in border areas/districts 
Dr. Ferdinand Laihad, Resource Person of SRCMF, made a presentation on coordination and 

facilitation for strengthening of surveillance and M&E in border areas/districts. He spoke of the M&E 

framework with key performance input, output, outcome and impact indicators for milestones and 

targets to be achieved by 2025. 

He made following recommendations:  

- Obtain a cross-border collaboration agreement on malaria elimination at the district level in 

the in international cross border areas/districts, with the timeline for implementation.  

- Establish a joint bilateral coordination mechanism for addressing cross-border malaria 

elimination and for establishment of information-sharing network. 

- WHO criteria for M&E to be recommended from the next meeting onwards. 

- Strengthen existing technical assistance from WHO and other partners through SRCMF 

coordination. 

3. Apprise and discuss on advocacy and communication strategy  
Mr Soumitra Ghosh, Consultant, apprised on advocacy and communication strategy for accelerating 

cross-border responses in South-East Asia Region.  He emphasized the need for advocacy at the higher 

levels and requested inputs from the MTWG in finalizing the advocacy strategy for cross-border 



2nd MTWG Meeting 
SRCMF Secretariat 

Page 4 of 19 
 

programs. He highlighted the need for a ‘bottom-up’ approach in achieving the goal for Malaria 

elimination in the region. 

Summarizing, he further stated the importance of harmonization and synchronization of policies, 

action plans, surveillance, monitoring and decision-making and ensuring availability, adequacy and 

utilization of technical and financial resources and political commitment. This also includes addressing 

barriers at programmatic/intervention and health systems levels. SRCMF has to provide support in 

development of plans, materials, tools and mobilize technical assistance towards strengthening 

regional coordination, facilitate reinforcement of commitment for cross-border malaria elimination.  

4. Appraisal on Resource mobilization strategy  

Dr. Olavi Elo, Resource Person of SRCMF, shared the Resource mobilization strategy and updated on 

the progress. He mentioned about the cost involved in activities of SRCMF. It is expected that National 

budgets should cover the work in cross-border areas, however additional financial resources would 

be required for coordination and implementation of cross-border plans. SRCMF needs to be alert 

about opportunities for securing new and additional resources and to approach donors and agencies 

external to the governments for the required resources. He mentioned about the RBM support 

through UNOPS for the 1st year and the attempts made to secure funding for Year 2 and 3. 

Regarding resources from other agencies, discussions have been held and are ongoing.  Recently, 

discussions have taken place with SAARC Development Fund, (SDF) regarding possibility of additional 

funding for cross border activities. Discussions have also been initiated with other agencies supporting 

national programs, such as BMGF and USAID. SRCMF also needs to reach out to the Banks, particularly, 

ADB. 

Dr. Jigmi Singay, the Executive Secretary, added that SRCMF is active in resource mobilization. He 

added that there is Resource Mobilization Committee under the Chair of the Alternate Board Member 

Dr. Shobini Rajan that provides input for, consults on and supports the resource mobilization strategy. 

He emphasized the need for additional funding and expressed the need for Member countries to work 

on plan for securing additional funding for sustainability of the cross-border activities. 

He further added that UNOPS-RBM had supported SRCMF with funding for the 1st year, till June 2022, 

and apprised the participants that the SRCMF Secretariat has already submitted proposal for 2nd and 

3rd years and the result will be known by July 2022. 

ADB and World Bank and UN funding are also being pursued. He also pointed out a major obstacle in 

securing funds due to requirement of the India FCRA certification for which SRCMF will be eligible only 

in June 2023. 

5. Discussion on role of Parliamentarians, Legislators and leaders of the local 

governance structures, other relevant influencers and private sector for malaria 

elimination in cross-border areas/districts 
Dr. Jigmi Singay discussed the role of Parliamentarians.  He underlined that Parliamentarians and 

private sector are critical for sustained political commitments and for advocating for sufficient and 

sustained resources for progressively demonstrating success in reducing malaria burden and 

accelerating the momentum to achieve the ultimate goal of elimination. Parliammentaries need to be 

sensitized and taken on board. Parliamentarians, legislatures and local leaders are equally important, 

since most governments are decentralized. The SRCMF work needs to be presented to them 

appropriately, to ensure the support of the parliamentarians.  
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6. SRCMF website contents 
Dr SN Misra, Resource Person, SRCMF apprised the participants on contents of the SRCMF website. 

He discussed the importance of the website and the social media in times when the world is moving 

towards the digital platform for promoting work, whether it’s the government, private sector or the 

civil society. He added that SRCMF website is going to be a good platform for sharing of information 

among the countries in the SEA Region. 

He shared the content of the SRCMF website: 

 Will cover all SRCMF and disease specific activities across cross-border areas of 11 member 

countries. 

 Intends to be a ‘go-to-site’ for updated information. 

 Will be dynamic and regularly updated with latest information from governments, international 

agencies and civil society. 

 Will be an attractive platform for all member countries to share all relevant information on the 

site through the SRCMF secretariat. 

 

7. MTWG Committee Members 
Dr. Jigmi Singay, Executive Secretary, SRCMF stated that the Secretariat will approach 11 member 

committees and get nominations for MTWG from National programs and others who can serve in the 

committee. A selection process as per the mandate of the committee will be followed and list from all 

countries will be compiled and finalized. 

Discussions & Recommendations 
1. Work done by SRCMF needs to be documented and utilized as advocacy materials. 

2. Advocacy for Regional elimination of malaria to be resented at the WHO Regional meeting of 

Health Ministers to get their support for Resource Mobilization for cross-border malaria 

elimination. 

3. For sustained funding, countries must earmark a small part of Global Fund resources at 

proposal development stage for intercountry collaboration. CCMs to advocate for allocating 

of funds in Global Fund country proposals for cross-border inter-country activities in the SEA 

Region.  

4. Resources should also be mobilized for TB and HIV/AIDS and Health systems as robust health 

systems are not only essential to ending HIV, TB and malaria but yield broader health 

outcomes, delivering health services in a sustainable, equitable and effective way.  

5. SRCMF to engage parliamentarians and appraise them of cross-border malaria elimination. 

6. CCM to advocate for cross-border malaria elimination in National Parliamentary steering 

committees. 

7. SRCMF to advocate at high level to support the long-term political and financial commitment 

necessary for cross-border malaria elimination 

8. Until the India FCRA (The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Act) registration is 

obtained SRCMF to approach donors which are exempted from FCRA. 

9. SRCMF Website should be linked with country websites. 

10. CCMs may be made responsible for data sharing coordinate among countries and with SRCMF. 

11. Address the Challenges of real-time data sharing across the countries by activating formal and 
informal channels for data sharing to address cross-border issues. 



2nd MTWG Meeting 
SRCMF Secretariat 

Page 6 of 19 
 

12. Identify key indicators aligned with national and WHO elimination criteria for Surveillance and 

M&E for formalization of routine data collection and data/information sharing at cross-border 

districts/local level between countries in consultation with and agreement of NMEPs. A 

research component may also be included as part of M&E and surveillance to inform policy 

decisions, strategy and proposal development and advocacy and communication. 

13. Cross-border Malaria elimination indicators to be made part of the planning, M&E and NMEP 

review. 

14. MTWG to come up with guidelines and advise for treatment for people moving across porous 
national borders since different countries have differing treatment protocols (issue emerged 
during Indo-Nepal state and district level bilateral meeting) for addressing the problem of 
cross-border malaria.  

15. Any technical issues raised during the districts/local level bilateral meetings should be taken 
up and deliberated in the MTWG to develop consensus on critical issues, seek advice for best 
way forward and advise /recommendations to be disseminated to concerned districts for 
taking action.  
 

Closing 
In the closing session the Executive Secretary thanked all the participants for their active participation 
and valuable contributions. He also thanked Chair for conducting the meeting efficiently and bringing 
it to a successful conclusion. The Chair thanked participants for their active participation, productive 
deliberations and making it a very successful meeting. The Chair formally closed the meeting at 4:30 
pm IST.   
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Annexure 
 

1. Summary of Recommendation of last MTWG Meeting 
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2. Surveillance, Monitoring and Evaluation for cross-border coordination to 

accelerate malaria elimination in SEA 2022-2025 
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3. Accelerating Cross Border Responses to End Cross-border Disease Transmission 

in South East Asia Region – Role of Advocacy & Communication 
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4. SCRMF Website 
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5. Agenda 
 

SRCMF Malaria Technical Working Group (MTWG) Meeting 

27 May 2022 at 2 pm (IST) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Time  Responsible person(s) 

1:45-2:00  Virtual Registration SRCMF Secretariat 

Inaugural Session 

2:00-2:10  Welcome 

 Objective and expected outcomes of the meeting 

-Dr. Jigmi Singay,   

 Executive Secretary cum 

 Coordinator, SRCMF 

2:10-2:20  Self-introduction All resource 

persons/participants 

Business Session 

2:20-2:25  Appointment of the Chair of the MTWG meeting -Dr Jigmi Singay 

2:25-3:50 1. Adoption of Agenda 

 

2. Summary and follow-up on the recommendations of 

the last MTWG meeting 

 

3. Presentation and discussion on coordination and 

facilitation for strengthening of surveillance and 

M&E in border areas/districts 

 

4. Apprise and discuss on advocacy and 

communication strategy  

 

5. Apprise and discuss on Resource mobilization 

strategy  

 

6. Discussion on role of Parliamentarians, Legislators 

and leaders of the local governance structures, other 

relevant influencers and private sector for malaria 

elimination in cross-border areas/districts 

 

7. SRCMF website contents 

 

8. MTWG Committee Members 

 

9. AOB 

-Chair 

 

-Dr Shampa Nag, Resource 

person 

 

-Dr Ferdinand Laihad, 

Resource person 

 

 

-Mr Soumitro Ghosh, 

Consultant 

 

 

-Dr Olavi Elo, Resource 

Person 

 

-Dr Jigmi Singay  

          

 

 

 

-Dr SN Misra, Resource 

Person 

 

-Dr Jigmi Singay  

          

         –do- 

Closing Session 

3:50-4:00  Final comments of the participants 

 Closing remarks by the Chair of the MTWG meeting 

-Chair 
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6. List of Participants 
Malaria Technical Working Group (MTWG) Meeting (virtual) 
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12 Dr Jigmi Singay Executive 

Secretary Cum 

Coordinator 

SRCMF 

Secretariat 
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13 Dr. Shampa Nag  Resource Person SRCMFSecretariat India drshampa@gmail.com 

14 Prof. Dr. Prakash 

Ghimire 

Resource Person  SRCMF 
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